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2017-18 District Meeting
Dates to Remember

July 23 - Registration dead-
line for hotel

Aug. 15 - Convention regis-
tration deadline

Aug 24-26- Convention
Breckinridge Inn, Louisville,
Ky.

Hello Fellow
Optimists!

We are in the
final stretch of this
2017 - 2018
Optimist year!  We
still have work to do
before the end.  Our
biggest goal is get-
ting new members
for our clubs.  Right
now, as a District, we are down by 18
members.  This is not bad.  We can eas-
ily turn it around.

It is the perfect time to strengthen
your Club!  Reach out and set the ball
rolling for future growth by inviting per-
spective members to your Club func-
tions and projects.  Host a NOW meet-
ing that will help bring in new members
that in turn bring new opportunities, new
ideas, new energy, and new leadership.
Recruit a teacher for $30! Recruiting
teachers will help to strengthen your
Club's access to youth in your communi-
ty.  You can also share Optimism with a
new "Friend" - a Friend of Optimist!
Let's spread our Optimism and recom-
mit to our mission of bringing out the

best in youth, our communities and our-
selves.

Also, do not forget to retain your
current members.  We need to devote
ourselves to making sure all our
Members are made to feel welcomed,
kept informed about Club activities, and
communicated with on a regular basis.
Strong Members produce strong Clubs
which helps us to serve more youth.
While we are looking for new Members,
let us not forget to support, recognize
and nurture our existing membership.
They provide the foundation of our
Clubs so let's keep them healthy, vibrant
and strong.

Remember this quote from Optimist
International shared at our Governor's
training at International Convention in
Ottawa.

"Winners are not people who
never fail, but people who never
quit."

Keep asking, keep working and let's
do our best!

**BE THE DIFFERENCE - BE
OPTIMIST STRONG**

With love and Optimism,
Gov. Denise

Governor Denise Haynes
884 Rhonda Court
Radcliff, KY 40160
Res: 270-351-1755
Cell: 270-312-5057
dhaynes1973@gmail.com

Secretary-Treasurer Sandy Ruman
4001 Hillsboro Rd
Louisville, KY 40207
cell: 502-931-0031
sruman@twc.com

Gov.-Elect Jean Smith
10345 Mt. Eden Rd.
Waddy, KY 40076
Res: 502-738-5506
Cell: 502-321-4969
jeanglore7@bellsouth.net

Immed.-Past Gov. Gene Blanchet
325 Lindon Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071
Res: 859-572-0043
Cel: 859-866-5709
1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Past Gov. Harold Brussell
112 Blue Grass Court
Bardstown, KY 40004
502-348-3370 (home)
haroldb@bardstown.com

Governor Denise
Haynes

The 100th
Anniversary
of Optimist
International
will be in
L o u i s v i l l e
July 1-3,
2019.  In order
to provide
transportation, guest speakers, enter-
tainment etc. we have to raise funds.

It would be great if every club
could contribute, even if they can just
raise funds by putting out a jar to collect
change at meetings and events.  Every

dollar helps!  
Those who give will be listed in the

convention program by the following
categories;  Win - those who give $500
or more, Place - $250 to $499,  Show -
$100 to $249,  Jockey's Club under
$100.

Fundraising ideas are being devel-
oped, so if you have a great fundraiser
let me know.  More information will be
given out once account details are final-
ized. 

Thanks, 
Sandy Ruman, Fundraising Chair 
2019 International Convention

Fund raiser for 100th Convention
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The man who is a pessimist before 48 knows too
much; if he is an optimist after it he knows too
little ~ Mark Twain

The optimist is a person who
travels on nothing from
nowhere to happiness. 
~ Mark Twain 

Board of Directors Minutes
UNOFFICIAL

Minutes-Board of Directors Meeting
3rd Quarter 2017-18, 4-21-18

Kentucky-West Virginia District

Trinity Lutheran Church,
Charleston WV

Meeting called to order by
Governor Denise Haynes at 9:53 am

Invocation by Clarence Gamble,

pledge by Ed Smith
Introduction of Past Governors by

Governor-Elect Jean Smith
Governor Denise welcomed first

timers
District S/T Sandy Ruman present-

ed minutes form 2nd quarter meeting,
motion to accept made by Ken Dstler, 

2nd by Clarence Gamble, carried
District S/T presented financial

report
Governor Denise had committee

chairs give reports;
Essay- Maries Gamble
Oratorical- Jean Smith
CCDHH- Beth Kerns
OI Foundation-Ramona Allen-

Ramsey, Sandy Ruman presented
awards from last year

OI Foundation CCC- Francis
Lee

PGI- Becky Distler
Membership- Wayne Dunn
Leadership Development- Ed

Smith
August Convention- Ed and

Jean Smith
Frances Lee reported on the Gift

Basket being put together to raffle at
the OI Convention in Ottawa

Marie Gamble asked for ideas for
the Guest Lunch at the OI Convention
in Louisville next year

Mid-Atlantic Vice President Lou
Anna Hardee spoke

Auction for OI Foundation
Reciting of the Optimist Creed
Meeting concluded at 11:35 am

LtGov’s for
2017-18

Zone 1 
Brian Hedges
2532 Hartford Road                         
Owensboro, KY 42303                   
Home #: (270) 684-4626
Cell #: (270) 993-2513
Email: hedges57@roadrunner.com

Zone 2
Ed Smith
10345 Mt. Eden Road                    
Waddy, KY 40076
Home #: (502) 738-5506
Cell #: (812) 267-8315
Email: ed.smith.ky@gmail.com 

Zone 3
Ken Distler
247 Circle Drive
Bardstown, KY 40004                     
Home #: (502) 507-8463
Cell #: (502) 507-5724
Email: digipic@bardstowncable.net         

Zone 4
Gene Blanchet
325 Linden Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071                      
Home #: (859) 572-0043
Cell #: (859) 866-5709
Email: 1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Zone 5
Jim Persinger
P. O. Box 301
Sandyville, WV 25275                    
Home #: (304) 273-9790
Cell #: (304) 377-1157
Email: jmspersinger@gmail.com 

Zone 6
Beth Kerns
1837 Whitney Street
Charleston, WV  25302                   
Cell #: (304) 549-5813
Email: beth.kerns@yahoo.com 

Changes proposed to District’s policies
At the 3rd Quarter Meeting, a committee was appointed by

the Board of Directors to conduct an annual review of the District
Policies. As required by District policy, notification of the changes
proposed by the committee are being sent out to all clubs prior to
a vote by the Board during the District Convention. The District
Policies are attached to this e-mail for your review. The pro-
posed Policies will also be posted on the District’s website
(www.kentuckywestvirginiaoptimist.org). The proposed changes
will be discussed at the regularly scheduled Board Meeting at 9am
on Saturday, August 25. All Board Members (club presidents or
their designated representative) are urged to attend the
Convention so they may voice their club’s desires prior to voting.
Election for Governor-elect will also take place at the Convention.
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Recruit a Teacher for $30
Optimist Members of all profes-
sions are important to Clubs, so why
the emphasis on teachers? A strong
connection with local schools is
extremely beneficial for your
Optimist Club. More teachers on
your roster strengthens this connec-
tion. They can open doors for
attracting more students to our
youth projects - including
Oratorical, Essay, Sports and other
programs. Teachers are able to pro-
vide first hand insight into the needs
of the children of your community.
They also provide the foundation
for new Junior Optimist Clubs. Your
Optimist Club will serve more chil-
dren! Optimist International is
waiving the $15.00 membership fee
for teachers and educators, and
offering a year's dues for only $30!
Please contact the Membership
Department with any questions:
(800) 500-8130. Candidate Qualification Requirements for Governor

The following shall be required from any candidate for consideration by the
committee prior to the annual convention;

a. A written presentation on the background and qualifications for office.

b. A letter from the candidate's club indicating ite support of the candidacy.

c. A written statement from the candidates's employer indicating an under-
standing and approval of the commitment of time

necessary while in office.  Candidates who are self-employed shall submit
this statement on their own behalf.

d.The committee shall prepare and distribute a summary of the  qualifications
and background of each nominee to each club prior 

to the convention.

e. In the event of a floor nomination, it shall be the responsibility of the com-
mittee to verify that the nominee meets the qualifications

for office as outlined in the Optimist International Bylaws.

Mail to: Jean Smith, chair     10345 Mt Eden Rd Waddy Ky 40076

World Oratorical Contest in St Louis
(from left to right) International President H Nick Prillaman Jr; Jean
Smith Governor-elect; Ky-Wv  District contestant Dina Abdalla;
Governor Denise Haynes; and President-Elect Rebecca Bulter Mona.

The Optimist Creed
Promise yourself...

To be so strong that nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperity to
every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there is
something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything and
make your Optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only for
the best and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the success
of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past, and
press on to the greater achievements of the
future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all
times and give every living creature you
meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improvement
of yourself that you have no time to criti-
cize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for
anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.
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Club News

2018 North Hardin High School
Senior Hunter Yates shared his feed-
back on the recent OPTIMIST Club of
Radcliff's Respect For Law activities in
which he participated. He was one of
eleven students who were treated to a
day visiting the Kentucky State Capital
in Frankfort during this year's legisla-
tive assembly. Yates spoke favorably
about the day particularly abut seeing
the legislature in action and meeting
with Senator Parrett and Representative
Greer. Ms Leslie Hall, Youth Service
Center Coordinator, spoke about the

work Hunter and his associates do dur-
ing the year supporting other students
through the Youth service Center.

The next presenters provided an
update on their work Mission Hope For
Kids. This faith-based non-profit pro-
vides a one day after school program
for selected at risk youth in facilities
provided by the Stithon Baptist Church.
Husband and wife team Jamie and
Colleen Richards are the campus lead-
ers and serve some 24 students from
two elementary schools. The program
provides math and literacy mentoring,

values and moral instruction, as well as
snack and dinner and play time. This
program is volunteer based and current-
ly has thirty volunteers. Plans next year
see and increase in students as well as a
need for more volunteers.

President Ellen Thompson inducted
our newest member Shakeeka Jones
into the Club. Jones joined after attend-
ing the New Optimists Wanted pro-
gram. Jones said "Once I heard the
Optimists were all about kids, I knew
this was a club for me" 

Radcliff hears of club’s impact from area student

At the awards ceremony following the spring con-
cert of the Jeffersontown High School on Thursday,
May 10th, David Anderson presented the "Raymond
Anderson Memorial Band Award" to Jtown High
School band member Katie Phillips.  Katie was chosen
for the award by Band Director Charles Stewart.
Began in 1988, this is the 31st year of the award pre-
sented by the Club in memory of Ray.  David is the son
of Ray, who was a Past President of the Jtown Optimist
Club and a founder of the Band Boosters at
Jeffersontown High.

Katie Phillips is on the left in the picture, 
being presented with the award by 

Past President David Anderson.

Jeffersontown honors
outstanding band student
with Memorial Award
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The OPTIMIST Club of Radcliff
held its Second Annual Father's Day bus
trip to the Horseshoe Casino as a major
fundraiser to support the Club's youth
services.

The Father's Day Weekend bus trip
seeks community participation by indi-
viduals purchasing a seat on the bus for
$25. In return they receive the bus ride,
a $15 food voucher, and a $5 machine
token upon arrival at Horseshoe.

The trip begins with a 9:30 am
departure from the Ollie's parking lot,
the bus arrives at Horseshoe about
10:45am. The bus departs at 3:30pm and
we arrive back at Ollie's before 5pm.

The local chapter of Modern
Woodmen doubled the funds raised to
help support several specific OPTI-
MIST youth programs. This year the bus
was sold out with all 55 seats purchased.
Everyone said they had a great time.

The 3rd Annual Optimist Club of
Radcliff Father's Day weekend bus ride
is planned for Saturday June 15th 2019.

The Jeffersontown Optimist
Club held its  annual Youth
Appreciation event at City Hall
on Tuesday, April 17th.  

Sixteen local school stu-
dents were presented plaques
with their name and school, pro-
claiming each an "Honorary
Member of the Jeffersontown
City Council".  Jeffersontown
Mayor Bill Dieruf and Jtown
Optimist President Jonathan
Dillard presented the plaques to
each student after their list of
accomplishments were
announced to those gathered in
the City Hall chamber.  

Refreshments were served
after the awards ceremony.
Many parents, family and school
officials were present to show
support for the students.

From left to right in the picture are: Club President Jonathan Dillard, one of the stu-
dents, and Mayor Bill Dieruf.

J’town holds annual Youth Appreciation

Members of Bardstown area Boy Scouts, area Girl Scouts, the St. Joseph
Church Youth Group, and the Bardstown Junior Optimist Club were honored
for their community service by the Bardstown Optimist Club May 14. The
youth were honored for their community services.

Bardstown holds ceremony to
recognize outstanding youth

Radcliff betting
on fund raiser
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