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2017-18 District Meeting
Dates to Remember

1st Quarter Meeting - Oct. 13-
15, Owensboro, Ky.

2nd Quarter Meeting - Feb.
16-18, Newport, Ky. 

3rd Quarter Meeting - April
20-22, West Virginia

Governor Gene Blanchet
325 Lindon Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071
859-866-5709
1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Secretary-Treasurer Ed Smith
10345 Mt Eden Road
Waddy, KY 40076 
cell: 812 267-8315
edsmith@gmail.com

Gov.-Elect Denise Haynes
884 Rhonda Court
Radcliff, KY 40160
Res: 270-351-1755
Cell: 270-312-5057
dhaynes1973@gmail.com

Immed.-Past Gov. Harold Brussell
112 Blue Grass Court
Bardstown, KY 40004
502-348-3370 (home)
haroldb@bardstown.com

Past Gov. Roland “Coach Roe”
Williams
502-348-5433 (home)
502-510-1101 (cell)
coach_roe@yahoo.com

The year is
just about over. It
goes so fast. I
wish I could tell
you we are com-
ing out on top
with membership
and a new club.

But that is
now the case. The
new club I had
my heart set on
has backed out.
We are down 4
members to break even as you all know.

September is the month that can kill

your whole year with deletes. My last
plea for help from all OPTIMISTS:
Please find 10 Friends of Optimists to
cover the 4 plus a little cushion. 

Better than Friends, find real live
members who care. Please hold the
deletes to a minimum. Thank you for let-
ting me serve as your Governor for the
second term.

Its now time to turn the gavel over to
Governor Denise. Please give her the
time and help she needs to make this
District grow. It all comes down to: 

"WE NEED ACTIVE MEMBERS
TO GROW THIS DISTRICT" The time
is now !     Thank You, Governor Geno

Gov. Geno says his farewells,
urges District to grow

Governor Gene
Blanchet

Optimists of the Kentucky/ West
Virginia District:

As members of the Kentucky / West
Virginia Optimist District, we are devot-
ed to BRINGING OUT THE BEST IN
KIDS, in OURSELVES, and in our
COMMUNITY.  Every day, together, we
get the honor and privilege to make the
promises of the Optimist Creed become
a reality.  I want to invite you, and I chal-
lenge myself, to a renewed commitment
to spread the philosophy of the Optimist
Creed in our lives and as we serve the
community together.  If we make a
renewed commitment to attend our
District meetings, for fellowship, fun,
information and service - we will
become OPTIMIST STRONG.  If we
will renew our commitment to serve our
District and club events - we will
become OPTIMIST STRONG.  If each
member would commit to bring in ONE
new member - we will become OPTI-
MIST STRONG.  We need to be dedicat-
ed to making our community, our youth,
and even ourselves better than we were!

With this renewed
commitment, we
will become OPTI-
MIST STRONG!

I want to thank
Governor Gene
Blanchet for leading
us this past year and
for being my men-
tor.  I appreciate all
you have done for
me and I am so

proud of the ground work you have set
for my upcoming year.  I know you will
continue to work hard for this District
and it means so much to me to have your
support.

Congratulations to Jean Smith for
her election into the office of Governor-
Elect! Your knowledge and experience,
as an Optimist, is an asset and blessing
to me.  I am honored to be able to work
with you and I know together we will
lead this team through a great, OPTI-
MIST STRONG, year.

Governor Denise
Haynes

Incoming Gov. sets District goals

continued on page 2
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“JUST ASK”
Invite somebody into your world

Can you 
change 

your world?

As part of Optimist International
President Nick Prillaman's training, he
asked that each Governor develop an
Action Plan.  I would like to share just
the ending that summarizes my goals.

Overall Year-end Goals:
1. Membership to be net +40 by

Oct 1 2018
2. New Club Building, to have

minimum 2 new Clubs by Oct 1, 2018
3. Build minimum of 2 new JOI

clubs within the District
4. To have a record number of

"Bringing out the Best Clubs in our

District
5. To have a record number of

Honor Clubs in our District
6. To have a record number of

Distinguished Clubs in our District
7. Assist the DFR to raise in

excess of $7,500 in OIF unrestricted
gifts

8. Increase the submission average
of President's Pride to 75%

9. With help ofDistrict
Secretary/Treasurer, ensure all Clubs
have paid all financial obligations to
Optimist International and District

10. With help of District
Secretary/Treasurer, ensure all reports
are filed to Optimist International on

time
11. To obtain Distinguished District

recognition
With the help of Governor-Elect

Jean, our Lieutenant Governors, our
Committee Chairs, and our members, I
believe we can achieve these goals.  I
look forward to serving you as Governor
and will do my best to make you all
proud.  Please know you can contact me
anytime, I may not always answer right
away, but I will get back to you as soon
as I can.  I value your opinions, sugges-
tions, and concerns.  We are a family and
together we will be OPTIMIST
STRONG!

Love, Denise Haynes, Governor

District goals
Cont. from pg. 1

Attention district leaders!
Please send information to me for

the website if you have information,
incentives, et., for the District. 

The best way to send that is a word
document. I will convert to PDF before
posting. 

Also include the website on all your
information -- even on your business
cards so that it publicizes what we do.
Also include our mission on your infor-
mation. 

Our website is: 
www.kentuckywestvirginiaoptimist.org

Please send your information for the
website to me at :

jzeigler227@gmail.com 
Any questions contact me by email

or 502-229-1797! 
Judy Zeigler
District Webmaster

Use your KY/WV 
District website

Fellow Optimists,
On Friday, August 25th, Hurricane

Harvey, the strongest storm to hit Texas
in decades, has forced thousands of peo-
ple into shelters and is incurring what
some disaster experts project will total
tens of billions' worth of damage. What
will come after the storm finally stops is
a long, slow and expensive process to
rebuild homes, communities and entire
cities. Donations will be greatly needed.

Optimist International, through our
Optimist International Foundation, will
be accepting donations to help those
affected by Hurricane Harvey. All dona-
tions will support recovery and relief
efforts in Texas and Louisiana. Please
consider a donation to the Optimist
International Foundation to assist those

affected, including Optimists, in short-
term and long-term disaster response. 

To donate, go to 
http://www.oifoundation.org/donate.html
In the comment section, type "Hurricane
Harvey." If you would like to send a
check to the Optimist International
Foundation, mention "Hurricane
Harvey" on the memo line.  

Our thoughts and concerns are with
those impacted by this storm, including
our own Optimist Members in Texas and
Louisiana.

Yours in Optimism,

Benny Ellerbe
Executive Director
Optimist International

Optimists urged to donate
to OIF for hurricane relief

We are reaching the end of the "Year
of the Honor Club." Hundreds of
Optimist Clubs all over the world are on
pace to achieve this important distinc-
tion. In order to help encourage Clubs
during this final push, Optimist
International is offering an additional
4th quarter incentive.

Any Club that adds five Members
in the 4th quarter AND achieves Honor
Club status wins a free registration to the

2018 Ottawa Convention. It has been
proven that the healthiest Optimist
Clubs are those who consistently recruit
new Members and achieve Honor Club
status. On average, attaining Honor
Club status will help your Club serve
over 100 more children each year!

Yours in Optimism, 
Jim Kondrasuk
2016-17 Optimist International 
President

Incentive announced to boost membership
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Note: Minutes are unofficial until
approved at the next Board
Meeting.

Convention called to order by
Governor Gene Blanchet at
2:25PM

Invocation by Lt. Governor
Brian Hedges

Pledge to the American Flag

Governor Gene welcomed the
Optimist International
Representative Jim Boyd.

Lt. Governor Brian Hedges
conducted the annual Memorial
Service for those Optimists who
have passed during the current
year.

Governor Gene entertained a
motion to adopt the convention
rules as stated in the Kentucky-
West Virginia District policies,
motion so made by Past
Governor Dick Davis, seconded
by Past Governor Wayne Dunn,
motion carried.

Governor Designate and
Credentials Committee
Chairperson Denise Haynes gave
the Credentials Committee
Report indicating those clubs eli-
gible to vote.

Governor Designate and
Candidate Qualifications
Committee Chairperson gave the
Candidate Qualifications report
indicating one candidate name
being placed into nomination, that
being Jean Smith.  Motion was
made to accept the report by Past
Governor Judy Zeigler, seconded 
by PGI Chairperson Becky
Distler, motion carried.

Governor Gene called for
nominations from the floor three
times.

Past Governor Ronnie Dunn
motioned for nominations to be
closed and that the Candidate
Qualification nominee be
declared Governor Elect, second-
ed by Past Governor Dick Davis,
motion carried.  Governor Elect
Jean Smith accepted the office.

Dist S/T Ed Smith presented
minutes from the 3rd quarter
meeting of 4-22-17, motion to
approve by Past Governor
Clarence Gamble, seconded by
PGI chairperson Becky Distler,
motion carried and it was so
noted that parliamentary proce-
dure did not require a voting
approval.

Dist S/T Ed Smith presented
Financial report as of 6-30-17 and
same to be filed for review.

PGI Chairperson Becky
Distleer spoke on benefits of the
PGI program.

Oratorical Chairperson Jean
Smith reported on the District's
entry in the World Oratorical
Contest.

District Jr Golf Chairperson
Stuart Maiden reported on Golf
contestants participation in
Optimist International competi-
tion.

Childhood Cancer
Chairperson Ellen Thompson
reported on contributions
received and auctioned a Mary
Kay basket.

Optimist International
Foundation Representative
Sandy Ruman called for contribu-
tions to the Foundation.

New Club Building
Chairperson Clarence Gamble
discussed new club building
activities indicating some activity

in Horse Branch, KY and the
recent activity of Governor Gene
and O I Representative Jim
Boyd in Lexington.

Governor Gene called for new
business and denounced
unsigned correspondence recent-
ly sent to Lt. Governor Jim
Persinger, others concurred and
voiced their support to Jim.

Presented 50 member pins to
Wayne Dunn and Phil Cashin  – 3
& 5 member pins to Renee
Dickens.

Brian Hedges passed out reg-
istration forms for the 1st quarter
2017-18 Conference in
Owensboro, KY.

Governor Designate Denise
announced future dates for con-
ferences:
Oct 13-15, 2017 - Owensboro
Feb 16-18, 2018 - Newport
Apr 20-22, 2018 - West Virginia
Aug 10-12, 2018 - Louisville

Reintroduced Optimist
International Representative Jim
Boyd who focused on the fact
“People want what we have”.

Governor Gene presented
Certificates of Attendance to the
OI Convention to:

Harold Brussels
Jean Smith
Sam Christ
Gene Blanchet
Ronnie Dunn
Denise Haynes
Beth Kerns
Jim Persinger
Ramona Allen-Ramsey
Sandy Ruman
Ed Smith 

Minutes - Board of Directors Meeting
Convention 2016-2017   8-12-17

Kentucky-West Virginia District
Lake Cumberland State Resort Park

Jamestown, KY
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Topic "Where are My Roots of
Optimism"

Contest is open to students under
the age of 18 as of 

October 1st-September 30
New Timing Rule:  Timing will

start at the first word spoken
There will be a boy and girl contest

this coming year

Club fee is $35.00 each boy and
girl to the District

Winner will receive $2500 each for
the boy and girl winners District level

The contestant with the highest
score will get to go to the Optimist
Oratorical World Contest in St Louis

Tentatively date set for June 22-23
Region winner will receive $5000.

The winner of each 8 regions will
compete with the winner from St Louis
University's Global Region for a

$15,000, $10,000 or $5000 World
Championship Scholarship

There will be new rule but not until
2018-19 year

Jean Smith , chair

2017-2018 Oratorical Contest rules announced

Optimist International President Jim Kondrasuk
and Erin Donelson.  In June we went to the
Optimist World Oratorical Contestant in St Louis.
Erin came in second place in the Mid-Atlantic
Region.

Jean Smith District Oratorical Chair, Erin Donelson
Ky-WV District oratorical winner, Rebecca Donelson
(Erin’s mother), and Ed Smith.

District Oratorical winner takes 2nd at Region

The Optimist Club of Newport,
Kentucky will profoundly miss Bill Barton
who suddenly passed away on August 18,
2017.  He has been an Optimist member for
20 years and has owned the Pepper Pod
Restaurant, where we hold our weekly meet-
ings, for 60 years. 

His obituary is below. 

William E.Barton, Jr.
December 24, 1942 - August 18, 2017
Born in Cincinnati, Ohio and Resided in

Fort Thomas, KY
William E. Barton Jr.,74 of Fort

Thomas, Kentucky passed away on August

18, 2017 at St. Elizabeth Medical
Center,Fort Thomas, KY. 

Bill was born December 24, 1942 in
Cincinnati, OH to William Barton and
Evelyn Eckert Barton. 

Bill was the owner/operator of the
Pepper Pod Restaurant at 7th & Monmouth
Streets, Newport with his sons, Brian, Todd,
Scott, and Chris for 60 years. He was a grad-
uate of Newport High School and attended
the University of Cincinnati. Member of the
Newport Optimist Club. 

Bill is survived by his Wife of 52 years,
Caroll (Haskell) Barton, Son, Todd Barton,
Daughter, Amy Barton Ward, Son, Brian

Barton, Son, Scott (Nikki) Barton, Son,
Chris (Nicole) Barton, 8 Grandchildren,
Marlee, TJ, Kourtney, Kayla, Kameryn,
Conner, Emma, and Amaya. Brother, Rick
(Judy) Barton.

Service was held 1:30 pm Monday,
August 21, 2017, at the Muehlenkamp-
Erschell Funeral Home, Fort Thomas.

Burial was at Evergreen Cemetery,
Southgate, Kentucky.

Memorials are suggested to St.
Catherine of Siena Church,1803 N. Ft.
Thomas Avenue,Fort Thomas, KY 41075 or
to the Newport Optimist Club, 7th &
Monmouth Streets, Newport, Ky 41071. 

Newport Club loses 20-year member, local restaurant owner
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The Optimist Creed
Promise yourself...

To be so strong that nothing can disturb
your peace of mind.

To talk health, happiness and prosperi-
ty to every person you meet.

To make all your friends feel that there
is something in them.

To look at the sunny side of everything
and make your Optimism come true.

To think only of the best, to work only
for the best and to expect only the best.

To be just as enthusiastic about the suc-
cess of others as you are about your own.

To forget the mistakes of the past, and
press on to the greater achievements of the
future.

To wear a cheerful countenance at all
times and give every living creature you
meet a smile.

To give so much time to the improve-
ment of yourself that you have no time to
criticize others.

To be too large for worry, too noble for
anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.

WHY do we need more members in
our Optimist Clubs?

• We are an organization that val-
ues and helps develop children.

• Not all children enjoy the bene-
fits of an Optimist Club.

• Members are the life and breath
of our organization:

1. Without members, we don't
have clubs.

2. Without members, we don't
have activities.

3. Without members, we don't
have leadership.

4. Without members, we have
NOTHING!

Current members are getting older.
Look around your club and picture what
it will look like in 10-20 years if no new

members are added.
WHERE can you find new mem-

bers?
• Neighborhood
• Work
• Church
• School
• Retired friends
• Family
• EVERYWHERE!
HOW can you recruit?
1. Just Ask! Do you have your ele-

vator speech ready? Can you explain in
just two minutes what your Optimist
Club does and how a prospective mem-
ber can contribute to your efforts?  And
don't give up if they say NO the first
time!

2. NOW (New Optimist Welcome)

Events - These events are where
prospective members are invited to learn
what your club does and how they can
assist in your activities. They can be for-
mal or informal and can be held during a
regular club meeting or at a different
time/place.

3. At club events - Have member-
ship information available at all your
club events.  Parents of participants are
good prospects!

And don't forget to work to RETAIN
members after they join.  Give them a
job immediately; assign another member
to mentor them; make them feel special!

Need assistance?  Contact Ronnie
Dunn, District Membership Chair, 502-
226-0205

Members Matter!

ZONE 1
Brian Hedges
2532 Old Hartford Road
Owensboro, KY 42303
270-684-4626
270-993-2513
hedges57

@roadrunner.com

ZONE 2
Jean Smith
10345 Mt Eden Road
Waddy, KY 40076
Res: 502-738-5506
Cell: 502-321-4969
jeanglore7@bellsouth.net

ZONE 3
Francis Lee
920 Rhonda Court
Radcliff, KY 40160 
Res: (270) 351-2559
Cell: (270) 300-5298
francesalee1@gmail.com

ZONE 4
Plinto Tuta
311 Tara Estates
London, KY 40744
Res: 606-862-9440
Cell: 850-557-4153
pjtuta@aol.com

ZONE 5
Harold Brussell
112 Blue Grass Court
Bardstown, KY 40004
Res: 502-348-3370
haroldb@bardstown.com

ZONE 6
Jim Persinger
PO Box 301
Sandyville, WV 25275
Res: (304) 440-4145
jms.persinger@gmail.com

LtGov’s for 2016-17
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