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2017-18 District Meeting
Dates to Remember

Oct 13-15, 2017 - Owensboro
Feb 16-18, 2018 - Newport
Apr 20-22, 2018 - W.V.
Aug 10-12, 2018 - Louisville. 

Website:
www.kentuckywestvirginiaoptimist.org

Facebook:
www.facebook.com/KYWVOptimist

Our 2017-2018
Optimist year is now
in full swing.  We
have much work
ahead of us.  We
recently lost two of
our long standing
clubs: Bowling
Green-Warren East
and Shelby County.
We really hate to see
them dissolve, but we must shake this
off and "press on to the greater achieve-
ments of the future."  

Together we can turn things around
and start going after those new mem-
bers, new clubs, new JOI clubs, and
Friends of Optimists.  It's going to take
hard work and dedication, but I know
that we can do this. 

I have learned so much this last year
and feel I have grown closer to each one
of you.  My optimism is running on an
all-time high.  You are all so awesome
and if we just get out there and ask, I
know that others will see our light shine
and want to be a part of this great organ-
ization.

I do hope you have all registered
and reserved your spot for the First
Quarter District meeting to be held in
Owensboro, Kentucky the weekend of

October 13 - 15, 2017.  It promises to be
a wonderful time.  Brian Hedges, of the
Owensboro Optimist Club, has worked
hard to make this a fun weekend, with
plenty of entertainment.  

On Friday night, there will be two
high school students (very talented
young ladies) that will sing and play the
piano for us after our dinner.  Saturday
we will host an Optimist Strong confer-
ence.  Deanna Morrow, with the
GATEway District and an Optimist
International Certified Trainer, is the
trainer assigned to our District for this
conference.  

Attached to the newsletter is an
updated agenda for that meeting.

If you have not done so already,
make sure to like our District Facebook
page - KYWV Optimist.  We are trying
to keep this page updated with informa-
tion about the clubs in our District.  We
would love for you to post events hap-
pening in your club as well.

Thank you all so much and if there
is ever anything you need or have a
question about, please do not hesitate to
contact me. 

My phone number is 270-312-5057
and email is dhaynes1973@gmail.com.

Sincerely,
Gov. Denise

Governor Denise Haynes
884 Rhonda Court
Radcliff, KY 40160
Res: 270-351-1755
Cell: 270-312-5057
dhaynes1973@gmail.com

Secretary-Treasurer Sandy Ruman
4001 Hillsboro Rd
Louisville, KY 40207
cell: 502-931-0031
sruman@twc.com

Gov.-Elect Jean Smith
10345 Mt. Eden Rd.
Waddy, KY 40076
Res: 502-738-5506
Cell: 502-321-4969
jeanglore7@bellsouth.net

Immed.-Past Gov. Gene Blanchet
325 Lindon Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071
Res: 859-572-0043
Cel: 859-866-5709
1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Past Gov. Harold Brussell
112 Blue Grass Court
Bardstown, KY 40004
502-348-3370 (home)
haroldb@bardstown.com

Governor Denise
Haynes

Optimists Bring Out the Best in KidsOptimists Bring Out the Best in Kids!
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Topic "Where are My Roots of
Optimism".

Contest is open to students under the
age of 18 as of October 1st-September
30.

New Timing Rule:  Timing will start
at the first word spoken

There will be a boy and girl contest
this coming year.

Club fee is $35.00 each boy and girl
to the District.

Winner will receive $2500 each for
the boy and girl winners District level.

The contestant with the highest
score will get to go to the Optimist
Oratorical World Contest in St Louis.

Tentatively date set for June 22-23.
Region winner will receive $5000.
The winner of each of the 8 regions

will compete with the winner from St
Louis University's Global Region for a
$15,000, $10,000 or $5000 World

Championship Scholarship.
There will be new rules but not until

2018-19 year.

Jean Smith , chair
RES 502 738 5506
CELL 502 321 4969
jeanglore7@bellsouth.net
10345 Mt Eden Rd
Waddy,  Ky  40076

2017-2018 Oratorical Contest rules announced

Club News
Vine Grove club sponsors Haunted House

LtGov’s for
2017-18

Zone 1 
Brian Hedges
2532 Hartford Road                         
Owensboro, KY 42303                   
Home #: (270) 684-4626
Cell #: (270) 993-2513
Email: hedges57@roadrunner.com

Zone 2
Ed Smith
10345 Mt. Eden Road                    
Waddy, KY 40076
Home #: (502) 738-5506
Cell #: (812) 267-8315
Email: ed.smith.ky@gmail.com 

Zone 3
Ken Distler
247 Circle Drive
Bardstown, KY 40004                     
Home #: (502) 507-8463
Cell #: (502) 507-5724
Email: digipic@bardstowncable.net         

Zone 4
Gene Blanchet
325 Linden Avenue
Southgate, KY 41071                      
Home #: (859) 572-0043
Cell #: (859) 866-5709
Email: 1geneblanchet@gmail.com

Zone 5
Jim Persinger
P. O. Box 301
Sandyville, WV 25275                    
Home #: (304) 273-9790

Cell #: (304) 377-1157
Email: jmspersinger@gmail.com 

Zone 6
Beth Kerns
1837 Whitney Street
Charleston, WV  25302                   
Cell #: (304) 549-5813
Email: beth.kerns@yahoo.com 
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Club News

The Radcliff Optimist Club was
joyous when they learned their own
long-time Optimist member Ralph
Reese was being honored by being cho-
sen to be 2017 Grand Marshall for
Elizabethtown's annual Heartland
Parade. Reese a 94-year-old Optimist
served in the US Army Air Corps dur-
ing World War II, flying as a flying ser-
geant and flight engineer. Those who
know him know that given just a hint of
a question, Reese will begin telling at
least one of his interesting war stories
of his flights.

When, after the war, the US Army
Corps was chopped from the Army to
form its own independent service - the
US Air Force - the then Master Sergeant

Reese was offered a direct commission,
which he proudly accepted. He main-
tained his commission and retired in the
rank of major.

Reese remains active in the
Radcliff Optimist Club, and Rotary. His
memberships include Camp Knox
Lodge 919, VFW, AUSA, and MOAA
among others. The Optimist Club
knows that these other organizations
join with us in showing our pride for
this outstanding member, civic leader,
and American Patriot. 

Heartland Parade committee and
sponsors are to be congratulated for
their great choice for their 2017 Grand
Marshall.

Radcliff club member named Grand Marshall
for Elizabethtown’s 2017 Heartland Parade

At Fern Creek Optimist Club we are nearing our football
playoffs for our tackle football league (60 players / 3 teams)
and cheerleaders (15). Our playoffs start on Saturday,
October 21st. Our Championships will be held the following
weekend on 10/28/17.

Our fall soccer players (300 strong) have been practicing
(started mid-August) and playing (early September) and hav-
ing a great time and learning lots of new soccer skills. Soccer
runs through the end of October with our in house tournament
for U6's and U8's. Our U10 age group thru HS players will be

going to the KYSA Commonwealth Cup held at the Etown
Sports Park on November 4-5, 2017! 

Our NFL Flag football program kicked off on Sunday,
September 24th with nearly 200 players on 20 teams (PreK -
6th grade). Our flag program runs through the first weekend
in November and is a great league for beginners or anyone
wanting to learn some football skills without the physical
contact found in tackle football. 

Once again in 2017 FCO will be the host of the 3rd
Annual KY Open Ultimate Frisbee tournament exclusively
for HS teams. This is a co-ed event and typically brings in 14-
20 of the strongest teams from the surrounding states. The
KY Open will be held on the weekend of November 11-12th. 

On Sunday, October 1st we started accepting Online
Registrations for our winter Basketball League. We typically
have between 400-500 players in age groups from 3-19yo
playing. Our evaluations have been scheduled for the last
Sunday in October. We will draft teams in early November
with practices starting by the middle of the month and games
will start the first weekend in December. Our season consists
of team regular season games and an in-house tournament.
The basketball season runs through February. 

In the spring of 2018 things start all over with new spring
leagues for soccer and NFL Flag football.

Fern Creek club tackles busy year
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Jeffersontown Optimist Club member and Chaplin of Jeffersontown Police Tom Dillard was singing with
his band during the 2017 Gaslight Festival in Jefferstown, Ky.

J-town club member participates in Gaslight Festival

The Optimist Club of Louisville had
a spectacular year supporting youth in
our community and ended up gaining
eight new members. Along with our
yearly sponsorship of the Optimist
Essay Contest and Tri-Star Basketball
competition, we also presented $1,000
scholarship awards to seven deserving
students and were sponsors of the Boys
and Girls Club's "Big Event" and
Habitat for Humanity of Metro
Louisville's "Love Your Neighbor"
event. Our bi-weekly club luncheon fea-
tured representatives from Cabbage
Patch Settlement House, Boys & Girls
Clubs of Kentuckiana, St. Mary's
Center, Society of St. Vincent DePaul,
Nerd Louisville, Bernheim Arboretum
and Research Forest, Dream Factory, the
Northeast YMCA, Day Spring
Community Living, Make a Wish
Foundation, and Big Brothers/Big
Sisters.

At right is the group that attended
the Boys and Girls Club of Kentuckiana
"Big Event" in June. (From left to right

Louisville Club finishes up spectacular year

- Mike Littell, Amy Adams-Littell,
Tommy Roussel, Kelley Helgeson,

Glenn Kosse, Adam Hitt and Ashley
Hitt.



Page 5 Ky-WV Optimist Newsletter Oct-Nov-Dec, 2017

Blue Lick club holds first
“Ball-O-Ween” event

The Hikes Point Optimist Club had
a great Baseball season that serviced
375 youth in the Louisville community.
They participated in several tourna-
ments.  They are currently participating
in youth football and servicing over 100
youth ages 5 to 12 years old.

During the Christmas Holidays the
Hikes Point Optimist always sponsor
underprivileged youth.  Last year they
sponsored 50 kids at a local YMCA and
they plan that again.

Hikes Point Optimists hit
home run with local youth

Kentucky-West Virginia Governor
Denise Haynes served as the installing
officer for the Optimist Club of
Radcliff's annual installation of officers
held at the Colvin Community Center.

Haynes installed the following offi-
cers: Incoming President Ellen
Thompson, President-elect Samuel
Christy, Vice-President Sheri Smith,
Secretary Jessie Lee, Treasurer Ed
Cardiff; and Board of Directors:
Frances Lee, Anthony Conder, Neal
Gibbs, Brenda Perry, John Flanagan,

and Peggy Johnson
Lieutenant-governor Frances Lee

swore in and welcomed the club's
newest member Amber Galland, who
was the third new Optimist recruited by
outgoing President Gillespie.

President Gillespie presented
Optimist Samuel Christy the Heart of
Optimism Award, and named John
Flanagan as the Optimist of the Year for
2016-2017. In his remarks as the outgo-
ing president Gillespie likened the work
of the club this year as a true ministry.

Saying ministry means to serve others,
he summarized how the club served our
community's youth this past year.

Incoming President Ellen
Thompson announced her theme for this
year as "...and then some." Thus, urging
members to do all that is necessary, "and
then some" to make our community and
our youth better; and then some. 

The Optimist Club of Radcliff was
founded in 1963 and our first President
was Robert "Bob" Baker.  The club
meets twice monthly on the second and
fourth Tuesdays at the Golden China
Buffet. All are invited to visit and work
with us as we go about being "The
Friends of Youth."

Members were reminded to save the
date November 18th, 2017 for our
Optimist bus ride fundraiser to the
Horseshoe Casino.

Radcliff club installs new officers

“JUST ASK”
Invite somebody 

into your world

Can you change
your world?
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