
4th Quarter Issue July, 2015

What’s Inside

Contact your officers

The 97th OI
Convention in New
Orleans was both
informative and
fun. The “Big
Easy”, as expected,
was very hot and
humid and had
excellent Cajun
food. Optimists
who enjoyed night
life and good music
were also not disappointed. 

The Kentucky/West Virginia
District was well represented by seven
members and one JOOI member in
attendance. It was a great opportunity
for attendees to network, see old friends,
make new ones and participate in sever-
al excellent workshops. In addition to
Governor, designate, and officer-elect
training, the “New Orleans Experience”
offered over sixty workshops designed
to bring out the best in optimists so they
can “Continue to Bring Out the Best In
Kids”. My favorite workshops were
Insurance Fundamentals, Let’s Do It for
the Kids, and Renew, Refresh and
Revitalize Your Club.

During a working lunch, the District
Policies Committee took advantage of
the opportunity to review our current
policies. The committees recommended

changes to the February 18, 2012
Kentucky-West Virginia District OI
Policies. These changes will be for-
warded to the club presidents for con-
sideration at the convention in August.

It was announced that the 98th
Optimist International Convention will
be held in Quebec City, Quebec June
30-July2, 2016. If you have not had a
chance to visit our neighbors to the
North, go ahead and start making plans
to visit Canada next year. The 2017
Convention is TBA and the 2018
Convention will be held in Ottawa, ON.
The 2019 Convention will be real close
to home. It was announced that Optimist
International will celebrate its 100th
Anniversary by hosting the 100th
Convention in Louisville, KY.

International President Ken Garner
also announced that for the first time in
the last nine years our organization has
experienced positive growth. He
encouraged all of the districts to finish
strong by recruiting new members and
retaining our current members on the
rosters.

It’s All About the Kids”Governor
Roland “Coach Roe” Williams

Coach’s Corner
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District Meeting Dates to
Remember

Deadline to reserve rooms for
District Convention: Aug. 1

Last date to receive a discount
on District Convention
Registration: Form must be
received no later than Aug. 5

Convention: Aug. 14-15, 2015,
Bardstown, Ky.

Gov. Roland “CoachRoe” Williams
coach_roe@yahoo.com
502-348-5433 (home)
502-510-1101 (cell)

Secretary-Treasurer Ken Distler
digipic@bardstowncable.net
502-507-5724 (cell)
502-348-8460 (home)

Governor-Elect Harrold Brussell
haroldb@bardstown.com
(502) 348-3370 (home)

Immed.-Past Gov. Ramona Allen-Ramsey
ABWA@citynet.net 
304-941-7227 (cell)

Past Gov. Howard Bittner
howardbittner@yahoo.com
859-441-2344 (home)
859-653-3253 (cell)

Past Gov. Judy Zeigler
jzeigler@fewpb.net
502-695-5659 (home)
502-229-1797 (cell)

New District website is online
The district website is up and run-

ning. Please log on to -- www.kentucky-
westvirginiaoptimist.com and take a
look at the resources available to you
such as a calendar of events, district
contacts, policies, district bulletins and
minutes etc. 

If there is information that needs to
be added or corrected please let me

know. 
If your club has a website please let

me know and I will add it to the club
leader page. 

You will access the site best by typ-
ing the above into your web  browser 

Judy Zeigler
Webmaster, KYWV District
502-229-1797
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Newsletter
Deadline

Lt. Governors, Committee
Chairs and other District Leadership
Team members are reminded that
articles for the 1st Quarter 2016
Newsletter are due no later than
September 12.

Club officers/committee chairs:
submit photos and short stories on
your club’s activities. Let everyone
know the good work your club does.

Please e-mail your article,
announcements, and photographs to
the editor at:

digipic@bardstowncable.net

During the
conversations I
have with
O p t i m i s t
Members, both
current and
prospect ive,
the question of
"Why?" comes
up.  "Why
should I be a
M e m b e r ? "
"Why should I be an Optimist leader?"
"Why should volunteers pay dues?" and
so on.

These are great questions and
should be addressed on a regular basis.
They are completely appropriate, espe-
cially when approached optimistically in
search of an answer and not just as an
attack. That being noted please take a
minute and look through the entire
Hotline for answers to the following
questions:

Why should you perform more serv-
ice projects, such as golf tournaments, to
celebrate the youth of your community?
Read about the 2015 Hugh Cranford All-

Scholastic Team, a group of aspiring
junior golfers honored for their achieve-
ments off the course.

Why should you attend the Optimist
International convention?  Read about
hands-on opportunities in New Orleans
to participate in to change lives in the
New Orleans community, and in your
own.

Why should your Club grow outside
of your community?  Read the New
Club efforts and the achievements of
Certified Club Builders in new commu-
nities. 

Why should each Member care if
Optimist International grows to 100,000
Members?  Look to the 100 by 100 arti-
cle and be sure to tune in to the Opening
Ceremonies at convention.

This Hotline issue is in no way all
inclusive of all the "Why's" nor is it
intended to be.  I would encourage each
Club, District and Zone to address the
"Why's" in their community in good
candid meetings and resolve to move
forward with possible answers.

Why do this?  Why not!
Ken Garner

President’s Message

Why?

Optimists constantly bring out the best in kids and in their communities.
One of the ways they bring out the best in their communities is by honoring the
leaders in their cities, towns, and neighborhoods that share their Optimist values.
The new Community Impact Bundle is a great way to thank these leaders with a
Friend of Optimists Membership.  This packaged bundle of Friend Memberships
can be used to honor the chief of police, thank a teacher, or recognize the mayor.
Click here for more information.

I'm also happy to announce the extension of my New Club Building incen-
tive.  For the remainder of the 2014-2015 Optimist Year, any New Club char-
tered with less than 25 Members will receive a $100 grant.  Any New Club that
is chartered with 25 or more Members will receive a $200 grant.  Grants must
be used for a youth service project.  If you have questions about this, please 
e-mail newclub@optimist.org or call (800)500-8130 or (314)371-6000.

I know these incentives will help us to continue bringing out the best in more
kids, and in our communities!

All the BEST,    
Ken Garner
Optimist International President

Honor your community leaders

Memorial Service
There will be a memorial service at
our District Convention to remem-
ber all District Optimists who have
passed away since our last con-
vention. Please send information
to Gov. “Coach Roe” no later than
Aug. 1.
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Don’t miss the Stephen Foster Story -- 

at our District Convention!

Club News

Rising Star Banquet
The Frankfort Optimist Club held its 9th annual Rising Star Banquet on Thursday, May 14, honoring 26 students
from the thirteen public schools in Franklin County.  The banquet is to honor those who have been selected by
their schools based on character, behavior, leadership and compassion for others at their school.  Each student
received a Rising Star Certificate, a proclamation from both the city and county governments, and a $25 itunes
card. These presentations were made by Mayor Bill May and County Judge Executive Huston Wells.  6 of the stu-
dents won $150 each as a door prize. 
Club president Jerry Deaton and his wife, Leslie,  made the presentations to the students.  Jerry and the Frankfort
Optimist Club are firm believers in honoring and upholding the youth of our community. 
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Unofficial Minutes
KY/WV Executive Board Meeting - May 15, 2015

Minutes – Executive Board Meeting
Third Quar ter Meeting 

Kentucky/West Virginia District
Breckinridge Inn, May 15-16, 2015 –

Louisville, Ky.

Roll Call of Officers
Meeting called to order by Governor

Roland “Coach Roe” Williams at 8:45
Invocation – Past Gov Ed Smith
Pledge of Allegiance led by Gov

“Coach Roe”
Introduction of Guests by LtGov

Denese (introduce daughter) and Past Gov
Ed Smith (introduced Blue Grass Club
member)

Presentation of Minutes and Treasurer's
Report from 1st Quarter Meeting –

Old Business
Reallignment of clubs – effective Oct 1,

2015
Club Builders Incentive to build new

clubs – 
Gov Roland reminded Board of his

incentives ($100 on 1st anniversity)
Club Retention – Gov Roland has said it

has been a struggle and he said he is appre-
ciative of the work clubs are doing, but that
he is concerned about one club in particular.
He said he has talked to LtGov of that club
and working toward retaining that club

Clubs owning dues:
District: 6
OI: 3

New Business
OI Convention – Gov Roland asked

how many were going to International, and
mentioned that Disrict members need to get
to together to decide when to have District
dinner during International Convention.

LtGov Tuta asked that the next time we

have an event such as the Day at Churchill
Downs that we have name tags or table iden-
tification

Other – none

Committee Reports
Essay Contest – tom  birch – 10 entries,

winner from Louisville Downtown club.
Winner will read her winning essay during
the Oratorical Contest.

Oratorical – Jean Glore – we have 5
clubs represented, Radclub bardstown, blue-
grass southgate Owensboro, two from each
club. Will be at 2pm Saturday, and will have
Pizza afterwards. Awards will be  presented
after Essay winner reads her winning essay.

Tri-Star – participation seems up. King
and Queen of Court competition seemed to
have athletes involved.

Jr Golf – course and date changed.
Hole sponsors still needed.

Website – new site fully functional.
Gov Roland asked if FaceBook could link to
our Disgtrict website. Past District S/TBeth
Kerns said there is a way to like the two by
adding a button to website.

Childhood Cancer Campaign – Past
Gov Romona spoke for Jim PErsinger. Past
Gov Ramona has film cannisgers to fill with
coins and bring back to next District meeting
for CCC. She also reminded the Board that
there are CCC grants available to help fund
new projects.

OI Fondation – Gov-elect Harold
reported that only about 130 started out par-
ticipating in Dime A Day program, and that
auctions at District meetings have not been
at past several meetings, so donations are a
little down. He said he will present several
awards at the General Session tomorrow. He
also emphasized appointing a club founda-
tion representative.

New Club Building – Past Intl VP

Clarence Gamble reported that there are no
clubs currently building, but work is contin-
uing is identifying possible locations for
new clubs.

Membership – Gov Roland - down 83
on the year. Took a big hit the first quarter
with many clubs dropping members. This is
not just a problem with Optimst clubs, but
all civic clubs are experiencing the same
problem.

Bylaws Review – Gov Roland said
there were some concern regarding when
some members of a club what to dissolve,
the club but other members still want to keep
the club going, and what happens to club
assets. PastGov Ramona said she is in infor-
mal discussions with clubs to get ideas on
including wording in club’s bylaws. She also
said that At some time in the past the line
item allowing a $100 gift to the outgoing
governor was removed from the bylaws and
the committee is looking at possibly restor-
ing that item. Another item being looked at
is moving the date for approving the new
Secretary/Treasurer earlier so that the new
S/T can decide to attend the International
Convention.

Other – no other items were presented

Fourth Quarter Meeting (District
Convention): Bardstown, KY– Aug. 14-15,
2015

Motion to adjorn was made by LtGov
Tuta; seconded by Gov-elect Harold. Motion
passed.

Adjournment at 10:30pm

Respectively Submitted
Ken Distler
District Secretary/Treasurer

The Optimist Creed
Promise yourself...
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your Optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to work only for the best and to expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past, and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others.
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, and too happy to permit the pres-
ence of trouble.
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REGISTRATION FORM

4th Quarter District Meeting and Convention
Kentucky/West Virginia District Optimist International

August 14-15, 2015

Hosted by the Optimist Club of Bardstown

Join the KY-WV District in historic Bardstown, Kentucky for a great weekend of Optimism and fun. On Friday evening, we
will travel a short distance to BJ’s Steakhouse on Bloomfield Road for a Dutch Treat dinner. On Saturday morning, there will
be training for new (and old!) club officers, followed by the general session on Saturday Afternoon. A “spouses tour” is sched-
uled for Saturday, visiting beautiful downtown Bardstown and its many unique shops and historic attractions, and lunch at either
Mammy’s or Pat’s Place (the group will choose!). Saturday evening will feature a catered meal for all, the installation of District
officers, and then on to My Old Kentucky Home State Park to see The Stephen Foster Story.

Name_____________________________________  Club___________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________

First District Meeting?    Y N   Club Office________________________   District Office_____________________

Spouse/Guest____________________________    Children attending?________  Ages__________________

Pre-Registrationprices are Lower and must be receivedby August 5, 2015 

Pre-Registration On-Site Registration

Individual $15.00  ______ $20.00 ______

Family $20.00         ______ $25.00 ______

Spouse Tour - number attending = ______

Fri. Informal Dinner (Dutch Treat) - number  = ______

Sat. Luncheon $12.00 ______ $17.00 ______

Sat. Dinner Buffet $18.00 ______ $23.00 ______

Stephen Foster Story number   = ______      $15.00 ea ______
(NOT AVAILABLE ON-SITE)

Make check payable to KY-WV District                  Total  enclosed   _______________

Mail to:Becky Distler
106 Circle Drive More Info?  kenbecky@bardstowncable.net
Bardstown, KY40004 502-348-8460

Make your hotel reservations directly with General Nelson Inn, Bardstown, Ky., (502-348-3977) and mention the KY-WV
Optimists for the rate of $75.99 plus taxNO LATER THAN Aug. 1, 2015.  
NOTE: The General Nelson Inn is PETFRIENDLY!

Only 15 rooms are being reserved, so call early! (If rooms are filled, additional lodging is available nearby at Beautiful Dreamer
Bed & Breakfast (502-348-4004) or at Old Bardstown Inn (800-894-1601).)


